Introduction
to Seasons of the Spirit

Seasons of the Spirit provides lectionary-based We offer resources that encourage leaders
resources for worship, Christian education, and and participants to be signs of God’s
ministries of serving. These resources nurture liberating compassion and inclusive love,
faith through liturgy, ritual, imagination, and to grow and be transformed in their
and encourage Christian growth through relationship with Christ, God, and others.
worshipping, learning, and serving together. By

equipping and enabling leaders, Seasons of Seasons of the Spirit resources are developed

the Spirit strives to empower children,
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collaboratively within an international
and ecumenical group of writers,

A editors, and resource people,

using the spirit of discernment,
community exploration of
biblical texts and current
scholarship, and engagement
with arts and technology.

Our vision is of an authentic
Christianity lived in a
culturally diverse and
religiously pluralistic world.

The Seasons of the Spirit Theological and Educational Foundations Paper was drafted collaboratively and has
guided the project since 1998. The vision of Seasons of the Spirit is that each section of the resource:

yQL invites us to explore meaning and }QL nurtures faith by engaging the
mystery in the Bible through the imagination through the Bible, tradition,
lectionary; science, technology, and the arts;

}QL encourages us to experience the /'QL engages responsibly and creatively the
transforming power of Christ as together contemporary teaching and learning
worship, sacraments, and education environment of Christian congregations
work in our lives; and parishes;

ﬁt calls us into the ecumenical, global, and /'QL sends us into the contemporary
inclusive heart of the church where these world with its current events, issues,
resources are grounded and shaped; knowledge, and discoveries acting as an

arena to test, share, and live out our faith.

You can view the entire contents of the Theological and Educational Foundations Paper on the Seasons website:
www.seasonsonline.ca.




Woven into each weekly session of the Seasons of the Spirit
resources is the liturgical rhythm of a worship flow to learning.
The session material guides the leader from initial preparation
through the session itself and into a time of reflection. Through
gathering, engaging, responding, and blessing, participants
experience practices central to the faith tradition.

FOCUS FOR... —

Session Flow

Sessions are written with a 40-minute time frame in mind, and
can be extended to a 60-minute session by incorporating more
discussion time during the “Engage” section and offering more
options during the “Respond” time.

ﬂus for Ages 6-8

Connects to the life experiences and
considers the learning characteristics of the
age level and assists the leader in making
the transformation from the Biblical

Background into the specific session plan.

PREPARE

Outlines supplies, resources, and
actions needed to present the learning
experience.

GATH E R ‘n}% Sense of
Suggests ways to crem —

hospitable, trusting environment,
and encourages learners to
identify a life experience that
begins to connect with the
“Engage” section. (suggested
time: 7 minutes)

ENGAGE |
Offers creative ways to explore the

chosen scripture passage, provid-
ing opportunities to encounter its
meaning and mystery, and imagin-
ing how we might live faithfully
toward the vision of God's reign.
(suggested time: 15 minutes)

RESPOND
Invites participation ;nd\s

engagement with the world as
disciples of Christ, in response
to the encounter with scripture.
(suggested time:15 minutes)

BLESS

Celebrates new learning

and transformation, sending
participants out, empowered by
God and the community, to live
in the world. (suggested time: 3
minutes)

A page of BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
information is provided each week
and is common to a‘II resources.
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gy RESOURCE SHEETS
the Sacred Reproducible activity and
DS resource sheets for leaders

and participants.
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REFLECT

Invites leaders to reflect on the learning
experience and to anticipate the
coming weeks.



